
Ch. 7 Creating the Constitution (1776 – 1790) 
Overview 

 STANDARDS: 

CS 2.1 Analyze the formation of the first American national system of government under the Articles of Confederation 
including the success of conducting and winning the Revolutionary War. 

CS 3 The student will examine the formation of the American system of government following the Revolutionary War 
that led to the creation of the United States Constitution. 

CS 3.1. Examine and summarize the issues encountered by the young nation that led to the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia in 1787 including the  

A. Strengths and weaknesses of the AOC, 
B. Lack of a common national currency, 
C. Lack of a common defense, 
D. Management of the war debts, 
E. Disputes over the western territories as resolved by the Northwest Ordinance 

CS 3.1.F. Civil unrest as typified in Shay’s Rebellion. 

CS 3.2 Analyze the significance of the Constitutional Convention, its major debates and compromises including the 
Virginia Plan, the New Jersey Plan, the Great Compromise and the key contributions of George Washington, James 
Madison, George Mason and Gouverneur Morris. 

CS 3.3 Cite textual evidence to examine the arguments for and against the ratification of the Constitution as expressed 
the Federalist Papers Number 10 and 51, as well as Anti-Federalist concerns over a strong central government and the 
omission of a bill of rights. 

CS 1.5 Commemorate Celebrate Freedom Week by recognizing the sacrifices and contributions to American freedom by 
veterans and by reciting the social contract selection from the DOI: 

 We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness – That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. 

Essential Questions: 

1. What weaknesses of the AOC led to the effort to draft a new constitution? 
2. Why did most American favor a weak central government? 
3. Explain why the founding fathers wanted a republic form of government. 
4. What did the NW Ordinance say about the spread of slavery? 
5. What were the purposes of the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the NW Ordinance? 
6. Why was it necessary to draft a new Constitution? 
7. What compromises had to be made in order to draft a new Constitution? 
8. Why did the states fear a strong central government? 
9. What was the cause of Shay’s Rebellion? What weaknesses in the AOC did it expose? 
10. Explain the different plans of government proposed at the Constitutional Convention including the Virginia Plan, 

New Jersey, and Great Compromise. 
11. Why was it necessary to add a Bill of Rights to the Constitution? 
12. How did the Federalist and Anti-Federalist view the Constitution?  
13. What is the role of checks and balances in our government? 
14. How did the ideas of John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu affect the Constitution of the US? 


